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According to all reports Sturgis 2000 was a huge suc-
cess and memorable experience for a large number of 
Top Cats. The stories are starting to filter back and the 
tales are getting taller. Wasn't that a "30 Point Buck" 
that ran into the side of Jim Heniffs bike? Not to worry, 
Jim "The Deer Slayer" formerly "The Ice Man" is OK. 
The deer isn't. I also heard about: the 100 degree plus 
temperatures, bike traffic in and around Sturgis that 
went no where, forever, standing in line for a beer for 
over a half an hour, the loudest pipe's contest at the 
Broken Spoke, (the winner left a pool of oil on the 
stage),the gal who beat her boyfriend 2 out of 3 runs 
with her Sportster on the dragstrip, Hewlitt - been there, 
say no more, the Alexis Johnson bar scene,won't even 
mention the one about Craig Marten's wife Linda's ges-
ture as she was riding past a group of local Illinois guys 
at a Deadwood Motel who were holding up a provoca-
tive sign, and the stories go on.... I wish I could have 
been out there with you guys. Sounds like you all had a 
great time. A group of us, friends and family, spent 
Sturgis week in northern Wisconsin riding in 70 degree 
weather, cool nights, lots of beer (no lines) and brandy 
around the bon fire, wave runners, pontoon boats, a lit-
tle fishing. A stark contrast to Sturgis but it was still 
fun. Glad everyone returned safe. 
It's great to hear compliments from others who have 
praised our group's riding skills: from the Pony Express 
Ride, the Ride for Kids Sake, to Sturgis. I'm sure our 
safety riding course as well as our members' dedication 
to implementing safe riding methods has contributed to 
this achievement. 
We have plenty of rides coming up so you can continue 
to hone those riding skills. 

August 27 - Top Cats - Progressive Dinner Ride 
September 9 - Tops Cats - Sunset Ride 
September 15-17 - Tomahawk H-D Plant Tour 
October 1 - Top Cats - Fall Charity Ride 
October 21 - Top Cats 1st Scavenger Hunt 

OCTOBER 1, 2000 - Our Fourth Annual Top Cat 
Charity Ride is approaching very rapidly. Have you 
sold all your raffle tickets? Do you need more? Have 
you passed out all your flyers and posters? Have you 
volunteered to help? 
Ric Case, Ray and Diane Caprio need your support to 
make this Charity Event a success. 

Ride Safe. 

Your Prez, 
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER NISRA Picnic 
By Hawkeye 

On Saturday, July 29, I attended the NISRA picnic 
with about 20 other Top Cats, NISRA volunteers, 
family members, and the disabled people that we 
work so hard for. Their disabilities were varied. 
Some had Down's Syndrome, some were in wheel-
chairs, some had mental handicaps, and some used 
walkers to steady their bent limbs enough to get 
around. They all had one thing in common, the joy at 
being out in the world and interacting with new people. 

After lunch, we pulled our bikes onto the adjacent 
basketball court and the people got to sit on them, (at 
least those who were able enough to do so). They 
had their picture taken as a remembrance. From 
talking to the NISRA people, it seems that they all 
hang those pictures in their rooms and talk about the 
bikes all year long. You could see the excitement in 
their eyes as they mounted these marvelous shiny 
machines. The joy they got just holding the handle-
bars with their feet up on the pegs was palpable, 
even though these motorcycles that we consider 
"freedom machines" sat silent and motionless. They 
wouldn't be freedom machines to these folks. I won-
dered whether it was just the joy of doing something 
different and having a new experience, or if they 
were able to project what it would be like to actual-
ly feel the throb of the engine, and the wind on their 
face as the bike would motor down the road leading 
to an adventure. I'm sure there were some that 
would fit in either category. I don't know which 
would be worse; not to have the mental capacity to 
imagine or dream about a simple ride on a motorcy-
cle, or to have the mental capacity to dream about it, 
but know that they never will get to have the experi-
ence. Both situations felt heartbreaking to me. 

One young man, Barry, touched my heart a bit more 
than the others. Barry must be in his early 20's and 
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(8-17 52i3 199 
110 South Main Street Wauconda, IL. 60084 

THE MOTO-JACK CYCLE LIFT 

The perfect tool to get your bike off the 
ground for washing, maintenance or 
storage. Made of heavy gauge steel, 
featuring a 4 ton hydraulic jack and 

dual safety stops at 3 levels. Expands 
from 5 to 16 inches. Heavy duty metal 

wheels allows you to move it easily 
around your garage or work area. 

Price: Only $239.00 
Randy's Cycle is a full service shop 

specializing in Harley Davidsons 
and all Metric Cruisers. 

****Parts 
****Accessories 
****Chrome Plating 
****Powder Coating 

WE CAN DO IT ALL ! 
11013 Route 6 7, PO Box 516, 

Huntley, IL 60142 
(847) 669-0256 

FAX (847) 669-0772 
www.randyscycte.com  

TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	 George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 
(glax@hotmail.com) 

Vice President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 
(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 

Treasurer 	Jim "Tiger" Irvine 	 847/381-3253 
(obrienirvine@prodigy.com) 

Secretary 	Ken "Hawkee" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 
(ihawkeye50 	aol.com) 

Founder 	 Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 
(carlbender@aol.com ) 

Past President 	Ric Case 	 847/363-1542 
(richardicase@a I ac.ameritec.com) 

Director 	 Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
vern693@aol.com  

Director 	 Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

Director 	 Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
(aliciakumr@aol.com ) 

Editor 	 Barry "Bear" Hulden 	 815/356-0023 
bhulden@mc.net  

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.ore HOTLINE: (847) 622-3501 

NEXT MEETING: September 5, 2000 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	 Jim "Taz" Krepel (info@gotravelinc.com) 	815/459-9345 
Charity 	 Ric Case (ric.I.case@alac.ameritec.com ) 	847/634-6402 

Ray & Diane Caprio (rcapsr@aol.com) 	630/837-0849 
Membership 	Joe Robanus (PureBrass@aol.com ) 	 847/803-0002 
Programs 	Jim "Iceman" Henif 	 847/381-5357 
Products 	 Alicia Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
Public Relations 	John "Coach" Eliasik 	 847/884-9313 

John Kahles 	 847/566-7756 
Roar Publisher 	Barry Hulden (BHulden@mc.net) 	 815/356-0023 
Safety 	 Wayne 'Bawler" Kirkpalric (vvkirkpal77@aolcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com ) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ric.I.case@alac.ameritec.com ) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 	847/438-4998 
Security 	 Terry "Teacup" Pollick 	 847/459-3906 
Volunteer 	Virgo (carlbender@aol.com) 	 847/732-2767 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220.1ake.k12.il.us) 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowmanl3'a aol.com) 847-537-8989 

III  x ° coin /Vete Dela II itil Service x 
WE COME TO YOU' 	'. 

i 	 *Motorcycles 	*Cars 

	

*Snowmobiles 	*Boats 
•, 

•• 	
*Trucks 	*Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehicle 	
y ,YS4 

Look Brand New! 
c,,, 

0 t$ 	Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 	`R 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  
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BIKER CULTURE 
Riding across the Crow Reservation in 
South Dakota, in 105 degree heat makes 
ya wonder about such things as: 

If you throw a cat out the window, it that 
considered kitty litter? 

Can you use an AM radio in the afternoon? 

What do chickens think humans taste like? 

What do people in China call their good 
dinner plates? 

What do you call a male ladybug? The stud 
bug? 

When dog and cat food are new and 
improved tasting, who tastes it? 

Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the 
bottle? 

Why are there flotation devices under the 
airplane seats instead of parachutes? 

How does the guy who drives the snow-
plow get to work? 

If you could drive at the speed of light and 
turned your headlights on, what would 
happen? 

Why don't sheep shrink when it rains? 

What would Geronimo say if he jumped 
out of an airplane? 

Do feminists speak in broad terms? 

Why are they called apartments when they 
are all stuck together? 

If flying is so safe, why do they call the air-
port the terminal? 

And, remember... Noah's Ark was built by 
amatures and the Titanic was built by 
professionals!! 

SPECIAL VEHICLE TEAM ox 	RT - 12 CYO Siff F 
wed 	 FOX 

Mercury 847 587 3400 www.foxlakeford.com  
"A WHOLE NEW ATTITUDE" 

LARGEST SELECTION OF FORD TRUCKS AND SUV'S IN LAKE COUNTY 
CHOOSE FROM DOZENS OF FORD PICK-UPS, EXPLORERS, 

EXPEDITIONS, AND MERCURY MOUNTAINEERS 
"xxxxxxxxxxxxosssxxxxxxxxxoN 
0 	TOP CATS SPECIAL! 	 FULL SERVICE BODY SHOP 

XX  PI 	SAVE 25%  
Ps3 	 X 0 on all bedliners or running boards X 	 EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS 
0 0 with the purchase of ANY 
0  0., new or used vehicle X SALES - SERVICE - LEASING m,-=zzzezzaxxxxxxxxxwx.. 
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SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 

SATURDAY 10:00 AM -7:00 PM 
SUNDAY CLOSED 

It occurred to me that if a few hundred dollars of the 
$17,000 the Top Cats raised last year helped pay for 
this outing, then we as a club did good. If the money 
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totally blind. He got around with a white cane, and 
a worker on his arm to guide him. They were look-
ing for a bike to mount, and the worker seemed a bit 
intimidated by the size of the baggers, and Road 
Kings, and unsure if Barry would be able to get on 
one. I offered my Virago, as it is so much smaller 
than the other bikes. Barry held the left handlebar 
and swung his leg over like a pro. I then placed his 
feet on the pegs, and both hands on the grips. His 
delicate fingers began to move over the controls, 
feeling for the shape and size, and how each switch 
would move and actuate. I began explaining what 
each part did, and how it worked in relationship to 
the other controls. He pulled in the clutch and 
worked the gearshift. I explained why the clutch 
pull felt different than the brake lever pull, and why 
the tension of the foot brake felt different than the 
gear shift peg. I could see him taking in the infor-
mation, digesting it, sorting it, and trying to paint a 
mental picture of how it must look and work. Barry 
must have had sight at some point early in his life. 
When I moved his hands up to the mirrors, his hands 
felt the curves of the stem and the square shape of 
the mirror itself, and he said, "Ah yes, you have to 
be able to see behind you." When his hands found 
the leather fringe on the brake and clutch levers, he 
seemed puzzled. I told him that those were just for 
decoration, like streamers on a bicycle. He said, 
"Ah yes, I remember . . . streamers." And I watched 
as his fingers slipped through the leather. He felt the 
heft of the strands, and the texture of the smooth side 
of the leather, and the rough side. His expression 
changed, and he became quiet. For a few minutes he 
seemed to be lost in a private reverie, as if he was 
searching his brain for a glimpse of something from 
his past as he sifted the leather through his fingers. 
Perhaps he had a memory of a childhood tricycle 
with plastic streamers, or maybe he was just puzzled 
at the frivolity of these decorative leather strips. I 
don't know, but finally he murmured, "Yes, stream-
ers." He sat on my bike for about 10 minutes, tak-
ing in all that he could. We posed for a picture, one 
that he'll hang in his room but never get to see. I 
know that the 10 minutes spent simply sitting on my 
bike was the highlight of his week, if not his month. 

that we raised that went for specialized playground 
equipment, or for a camp program brought 10 min-
utes of joy to each of the people there, then we did 
a lot of good. 

As you read this, there is less than 1 month before 
our Charity Ride. If you haven't yet hooked up with 
Ric Case and took at least 20 raffle tickets from him, 
shame on you. If you haven't yet spent 20 minutes 
on the phone asking your friends and business con-
tacts for donations, shame on you. You only have to 
spend a few minutes looking into the soft innocent 
eyes of the people that we help to realize how fortu-
nate we all are. Fortunate that we are whole and 
healthy; fortunate that our opportunities are limit-
less; and fortunate that we are in a position to change 
the lives of other people with a few minutes of our 
time, and the cost of some chrome bit for our motor-
cycles that we don't hesitate to spend money on. 
Don't let the Top Cats down, don't let these people 
down, and don't let yourself down. Get on board . 
now and help. 

When I got home from the picnic, I started to wipe 
down my bike. I noticed a thumb print on the upper 
corner of the left mirror. It was Barry's. I remem-
bered how he said, "Ah yes, you have to be able to 
see behind you." And you also have to be able to see 
what's in front of you. I didn't wipe that thumb print 
off the mirror. I will at some point. For now, how-
ever, his thumb print is a good reminder to me of the 
imprint he made on my heart. It also reminds me 
that while you can't change the view behind you, 
you can change the one in front of you. 

A 



Ruth,Diane. Cindy, Kristie, Nancy, and 
Heather. Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 4 

Democratic Process??? 
By Traveler 
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Not too long before we left for our annual pil-
grimage to the 60th Annual Black Hills Rally 
and Races in Sturgis, SD, I, like millions of oth-
ers, watched a bit of our democratic process at 
work in Philadelphia during the Republican 
National Convention. As soon as I returned 
from Sturgis, I witnessed the Democratic 
National Convention, in Los Angles, which con-
tained all the same hoopla, BS, and foolishness 
of the Republican Convention. I couldn't help 
but realize that our annual trek to Sturgis is not 
too dissimilar to either of the party conven-
tions. 

Across the nation, from every state in the 
union, we come to rally in Sturgis just like the 
politicos do. Our rally goes one step deeper 
however, with riders from across the world 
even from planets where riders like Brandon 
come from. Poltitcos: 0, Top Cats: 1 

Both convention's delegates attend stuffy, for-
mal parties with professional entertainment . 
We, on the other hand, enjoyed being hosted 
by Terry and Alicia Kumro at their one - year 
wedding anniversary party, with people we 
enjoy being with, entertained by a disk jockey 
and such professional dancers as Windy, Alicia, 
Lorraine, and Linda. Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 2 

Philadelphia and LA provided delegates with 
canned, and guided, tours on a scheduled 
basis. We had the beauty of the Black Hills all 
week, any time, led by Sturgis - experienced 
riders like Fritz and Tina, Taz and Windy, Bard 
and Kathy, Terry and Alicia, Ric Case, Craig 
Martens, Chuck and Maureen, Mark Hooper, 
Bernie and Barb, and many others. 
Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 3 

Delegates to both conventions appeared 
dressed up in cheap hats and costumes. All of 
our participants dressed up in a bit more cost-
ly, functional, and less stupid looking (in most 
cases) attire. Adding to our enjoyment was the 
beauty and charm of such ladies as Alicia, Barb, 
Linda, Windy, Lorraine, Tina, Maureen, Kathy, 

Every Politico displayed a blind loyalty to state 
affiliation. Our participants proudly showed 
state, club, and MC brand affiliation and we 
even let a BMW ride along. 
Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 5 

Both conventions featured boring speakers 
every night that they had to sit and listen to. 
We enjoyed nightly sessions of embellished sto-
ries, tall tales and pure BS that we could walk 
away from or top with our own personal ver-
sion, anytime. Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 6 

The Philly and LA cops were shown on TV 
quelling hundreds of rioters. We had no inci-
dents with the cops save for my 30 minute 
explanation to an envious Minnesota sheriff on 
why we ride to Sturgis. 
Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 7 

Great, heated, debates were the keystone of 
each convention. We had minor disagree-
ments and a few heated discussions that were 
easily, and typically, overcome by camaraderie 
and forgiveness. Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 8 

Security was tight at both conventions. We 
had our own security force of Nancy, Kristie, 
James, Russell, and Heather. 
Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 9 

Conventioneers flew and drove to their rally. 
We rode, flew, drove, and yes...trailered under 
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G - LAX ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	 GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 
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tough conditions. (Tough trailering???) 
Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 10 

Patriotism is allegedly the foundation of each 
party's purpose. Look around Sturgis at the 
POW and American flags on Bikes, on vests, tat-
tooed on arms, displayed on t - shirts, worn on 
head bands. Listen to the music that every 
band, at every rally concert would play. Look 
at the number of Top Cats who are military vet-
erans. Now tell me what you saw on TV at 
either of the national political conventions. 
Not one POW/MIA flag!!! 
Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 11 

The politicos departed, not to gather again for 
four years. We'll ride again on our Progressive 
Dinner Ride (Aug 27) and meet every month 
thereafter. Politicos: 0, Top Cats: 12 

Final score: we beat the Politicos 12 to zip. 
Seems to me the politicians would have had a 
better time, spent less money, been more gain-
fully employed, and accomplished more if 
they'd have just gone to Sturgis. God forbid!!! 

If you were one of the 40+ Top Cats who 
attended Sturgis this year, compare it to the 
best group activity you've ever participated in, 
(that's legal to do in public), to make an accu-
rate comparison. 

If you didn't get to Sturgis, or you've never 
been, you should know that, every night, at our 
hotel in Rapid City, a tour bus would pull up, 
doors would open, and out would step a group 
of senior citizens. Without exception, they 
would disembark, walk by all of the motorcy-
cles parked out front with an envious gleam in 
their eye. You could almost hear them thinking 
"Boy, I wish I would have..." So, get your pri-
orities straight, organize your time, plan for 
next year, and just do it! Don't hold your 
breath waiting for that tour bus with "Top Cats 
of Illinois" on the marquee. 
It ain't ever gonna happen!  

2000 Kawasaki Vulcan 800 Drifter 
By Hawkeye 

The 800 Drifter is Kawasaki's homage to the 
famous Indian Chiefs of the late 40's and early 
50 s. The deeply valanced fenders that shroud 
the wire wheels, giving it an Art Deco look, are 
the signature features on this bike. The only 
chrome on the Drifter is the fish tail exhaust 
pipe, headlight bezels, mirrors and levers, 
adding to the retro look. While I prefer a bit 
more brightwork on cruisers, (OK, a LOT more 
brightwork) the look works well for me, as long 
as the bike is finished in a light color, such as the 
Sky Blue one I rode. The light color makes the 
graceful sweep of the fenders stand out against 
the dark front fork, rear tail assembly, and black 
powder coated engine. The dark Maroon color 
of the larger 1500 Drifter just doesn't do justice 
to the lines of the bike. 

Another unique styling feature, is the hardtail 
look, with the rear fender mounted to the 
swingarm. The wheel and fender move up and 
down with the whole suspension. 
Unfortunately, you can't see it while riding, but it 
looks really cool when you see another one rid-
ing in front of you. The styling is something one 
either likes or dislikes. Judging by the com-
ments and thumbs up that I got everywhere I 
rode, I'd have to say most people like it. One 
older fellow in a car stopped at a light yelled 
over to me "What year is that?" He assumed it 
was a vintage model. There are no major 
Kawasaki markings on the bike (or if there are, 
they're painted black) so it is easy to fool the 
uninitiated. 

In fact, there are a lot of things about the Drifter 
that can fool you. The appearance makes the 
bike look much larger and heavier than it really 
is. The saddle looks like it would be uncomfort-
able, yet turned out to be one of the most hos-
pitable stock seats I've been on in a long time. 
But the engine is the biggest fooler of them all. 
When I picked up the bike at Banzai 
Motorsports, in Libertyville, the manager Otis 
Hacket said "It'll run like a much bigger bike." 
When he noticed the look in my eyes that said, 
'yeah, I've heard that one before', he said, "Ride 
it and you'll see." Well, I'll never doubt Otis 

CONTINUED ON PAGE....10 



Kawasaki 
Kawasaki Concours 

YAMAHA 
Ventura 

11/11110nlaam Edition 

Activities-September 2000 
5 	Top Cats' Meeting, 7:00 pm, 

O'Traina's, Wauconda, IL 

9 	Top Cats' Sunset Ride, Time: TBD, 
Location: TBD, Road Captain: 

8 -10 Harley - Davidson Rally and Plant Tours, 
Milwaukee, WI 

15 -17 Harley - Davidson Rally and Plant Tours, 
Tomahawk, WI 

17 	Palatine H.O.G. Breakfast Run, 
Suburban H-D 

24 	Top Cats' Pick Up Ride, Egg Harbor 
Restaurant, Barrington, IL, 
Road Captain: TBD 

26 	Top Cats' Charity Ride Meeting, 
7:30 pm, O'Traina's, Wauconda, IL 

Contact Jim "Taz" Krepel, Activities Committee, 
(815)459-9345, for ideas, comments, or details on rides. 

Check the Top Cats' HotLine for all event details: (847) 622-3501  

KAUTION KORNER TITYTMITYTTT   
BY TRAVELER 

"WHAT THE HELL?" THAT WILL BE YOUR FIRST 

THOUGHT WHEN YOUR BIKE STARTS WOBBLING AS IF 

YOU WERE RIDING ON GROOVED PAVEMENT. YOUR 

SECOND THOUGHT WILL BE "WHAT IS THIS? I'M ON A 

SMOOTH ROAD SURFACE?" YOUR THIRD THOUGHT 

MIGHT JUST BE "I WONDER HOW LONG THE AMBU-

LANCE WILL TAKE?" WHAT HAPPENED? A TIRE GOING 

FLAT!! 

SOLUTION: WHEN YOUR BIKE STARTS TO MIS HAN-

DLE, IN ANY MANNER NOT ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE ROAD 

SURFACE, STOP! CHECK OUT YOUR TIRES IMMEDI-

ATELY. A TIRE GOING FLAT WILL CAUSE THE BIKE TO 

WOBBLE AND, EVENTUALLY, CAUSE A LOSS OF CON-

TROL. IF YOU HAVE SOME FORM OF TIRE SEALANT, OR 

FIX - A - FLAT, PUT IT IN AS SOON AS YOU CAN SO YOU 

CAN ACTIVATE THE SEALANT AND STOP THE LEAK. IT 

WON'T DO YOU MUCH GOOD TO PUT TIRE SEALANT 

INTO A TOTALLY FLAT TIRE WHEN YOU DON'T HAVE A 

SOURCE OF AIR TO REFILL THE TIRE WITH. IF YOUR 

TIRES ARE FULLY INFLATED THEN DON'T RIDE YOUR 

BIKE UNTIL YOU CAN DETERMINE THE SOURCE OF THE 

POOR HANDLING. ATTEMPTING TO DO SO COULD BE 

FATAL. 

TAKE TO 
THE ROAD! 

• dit 

BUY FOR 
LESS! 

YOUR TOURING 
HEADQUARTERS 

You Can Never Have 
Too Much Power! 

In Stock & Ready for Delivery! 
BEST BUY! Awesome 

Deals RIGHT NOW! 

You've Got To See This In Blue! 
2 In Stock a Ready 

For Immediate Delivery 
Ask About Yamaha's FREE 8-Yeaz Warranty 
w/Roadside Assistance On These Ventures! 

611 N. Milwaukee Ave. (847) 362-7110 Libertyville, IL 
Be a responsible rider. Always wear a 

helmet, eye protection and protective clothing, 
and please respect the environment. 

611 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
(847) 362-7110 Libertyville, IL 

For your safety: always wear a helmet, eye protection end 
protective clothing. Never ride under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

Avoid excessive speeds and stunt driving, Ride responsibty. 

611 N. Milwaukee Ave. (847) 362-7110 Libertyville, IL 
For your safety: always weer a helmet, eye protection and protective 
clothing; never carry passengers; never engage in stunt Ming; riding 

and alcohol/drugs don't mbt; avoid excessive speed. 



Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  
Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 
New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

PASTA DIAVOLO  
CHICAGO 

1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, II. 60622 

.

Phone:773.394.1812 
Fax: 773.394.1809 

Minutes of the August 2000 Meeting 

Membership Chairman, Joe Rabanus, 
passed out the updated Membership List, 
and if you need one, e-mail him ( 
PureBrass@aol.com ) and he can e-mail 
one to you. Please check that all you info 
is correct, and let him know if it isn't. 

Safety Tip, Traveler spoke to the issue of rid-
ing in the wet. He cautioned everyone to 
be aware of the loss of traction on wet 
pavement, especially within the first 15 min-
utes of a rain storm. The oils of the road sur-
face make the road like ice, before the rain 
has had a chance to wash it away. It's best 
to pull over until that happens. And a 
lighter touch on the brakes, and longer fol-
lowing distances are a must in the wet. This 
particular safety tip was prompted by a 
mishap that Dar Lunde had last weekend 
in the rain. She went down under an emer-
gency braking situation and tore herself 
up a bit. Fortunately, she was able to 
attend the meeting. It could have been a 
lot worse. So we all thank Goodness she is 
OK and mending well. 

Bernie Weiss and Vito Racanelli spoke 
about the Top Cats attendance on the Ride 
for Kids. We had 51 bikes from our club, the 
2nd most of any club. We finished 6th in 
funds raised. Bernie Weiss earned his Road 
Captain rocker for leading the ride to 
Allstate. A big Top Cat ROAR to Vito for the 
outstanding job he did as the co-chairman 
of the Ride for Kids, which featured the 
MOST bikes ever at this event, and raised 
the most money ever at this event. 

for President, Rik Lowry for Vice-President, 
Ken Glassman for Secretary, Jim Heniff for 
Treasurer, Sandy Vernon, Bard Boand, and 
Terry Kumro as Board Directors. George 
Lax will act as Past President. 

Mark Kovalsky, of Power Motorsports on 
Rand Road in Palatine, spoke to us about 
his dealership. He sells Confederate 
Motorcycles, Yamaha, Ducati, Aprilla, and 
Triumph in his newly remodeled store. 
Check it out. 

The Board Meeting was short due to every-
body needing to get home to finish last 
minute chores before leaving for Sturgis. 
The Board welcomed Steven Bobbe, of 
Melrose Park into the club as a full mem-
ber. 

Ric Case gave us an update on the NISRA 
Charity Ride. He still needs more volun-
teers, and he really needs everybody to 
get their tickets sold. He's counting on 
EVERY member to sell a minimum of 20 raf-
fle tickets. 

Ric Case also announced the final slate of 
candidates for office: Wayne Kirkpatrick 
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CUBAN THE BEST 	STYLE CIGARS YOU CAN 

PURCHASE LEGALLY IN THE UNITED STATES, 

AT UNBEATABLE PRICES ! 

ORDER ON-i/NE 
CIGARS 	WWW.VCIGAR.COM  

CARL BENDER, C.E.O. 	 800 367 0153 ORDER 24 HRS. 

CARLBENDER©AOL.COM 	 847.381-5652 LOCAL NUMBER 



A Ribbon of Highway.... 
A Ribbon of Hope .... 
By Sandra Vernon 

Pony Express Roundup 2000 

I would like to thank Top Cats for their gen-
erous support of the Pony Express to bene-
fit the Susan G. Komen Foundation for 
Breast Cancer Research. The riders who 
left with me on July 7th to ride the1200 mile 
Roundup were Linda Martens, Windy 
Krepel, Kathy Citko and Marilee Lonze. 

Due to their excellent fund raising, we were 
able to give the Komen Foundation $10,000, 
all of which will go directly to Breast Cancer 
Research! In addition to that, the Walgreen 
Company once again came on board as a 
Corporate Sponsor and along the Top Cats, 
the Medinah Motor Corp and several other 
donations, we were able to give the Pony 

Express another $10,000 to help fund the 
Tour expenses. Everyone who participates 
in the event pays all their own expenses to 
ride and all donations are tax deductible. 

On the final leg into Peoria from Springfield, 
Marilee rode as a Principal Rider and I had 
the privilege of riding in the Honor Guard. 

Thanks to all of you, once again, for helping 
make the Pony Express Roundup a great 
success. At the last time I heard, the com-
bined efforts of the '98 and 2000 Pony 
Express had raised approximately 1.4 mil-
lion dollars all of which went directly 
to research. Hopefully, a cure will be found 
soon. Thank you. 

111111111/11 
i.. 
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On the downside, the horn sounds anemic, it 
lacks a tachometer, and a centerstand would be 
nice. Other than that, this is a terrific motorcy-
cle, that will leave plenty of smiles in your hel-
met after a long day in the saddle, or even a 
short blast on your favorite back roads. All of this 
goes for a very reasonable price tag of $7,299. 
If retro isn't your personal style, you can get the 
same basic virtues of the Drifter on Kawasaki's 
Vulcan 800 Classic. But you won't grab the same 
attention from people as you go down the road. 

again. If I didn't know that it was an 800cc 
engine, after 15 minutes I'd have sworn it was 
at least an 1100. It felt every bit as strong and 
torquey as the Yamaha V-Star 1100 I rode the 
previous week. The only clue you get as to its 
displacement is when you hit the sweet spot of 
the rev range at about 75 MPH in 5th gear, you 
can tell the engine is revving higher than a big-
ger bore engine would. But the counterbal-
anced powerplant runs and sounds a smooth as 
a TV preacher on Easter Sunday. Simply a 
delightful V-Twin engine. 

The entire bike feels very balanced, and it shows 
in the ride and handling. The ride is a bit on the 
soft side making it very comfortable for leisurely 
cruising, yet it never felt unstable or twitchy dur-
ing hard cornering. There was more front fork 
dive under heavy braking than 1 like, but it 
tracked well through the turns with no mid cor-
ner adjustments needed. In fact, it seemed to 
allow for a bit more lean angle and clearance 
than most bikes with floorboards. It won't take 
you long to feel comfortable riding this bike 
aggressively. 

The transmission is excellent. All shifts feel 
smooth and sure. One great feature that all the 
companies should adopt is Kawasaki's neutral 
finder. Downshift into first gear as you come to 
a stop, and one positive click up is neutral. It 
won't click past into second. And that comes in 
handy, since the green neutral light on the tank 
mounted instrument cluster always looks like its 
glowing on a sunny day. 

The brakes are more than adequate, if not 
remarkable. Up front is a single disc, and the 
rear has a drum. Both the lever and pedal feel 
are good. Ergonomics are very good. The han-
dlebar spread and placement feel right, and all 
controls are where you'd expect them to be. 
The lever effort on the clutch and brake are fair-
ly light. The riding position is upright, and the 
floorboards are comfortably situated. The heel -
toe shifter is well placed. The seat height is 28.9 
inches, so parking lot maneuvers are not a prob-
lem, and despite the heavy looks, it weighs in at 
just under 600 lbs. with fuel. The 4 gallon gas 
tank should give a comfortable cruising range of 
150 miles or so. 

2000 KAWASAKI VULCAN 
800 DRIFTER SPECS 

Engine: 	 liquid-cooled, 
55-degree V-twin 

Displacement : 	805 cc 
Transmission: 	5-speed 
Final Drive: 	chain 
Overall Length: 	98 inches 
Wheelbase: 	64 inches 
Seat Height: 	28.9 inches 
Fuel Capacity: 	4 gallons 
Dry weight 	547 pounds 
List price: 	$7,299 
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OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

Patriots? Ever notice how, at most rallies, patri-
otism is prevalent? 
Interesting that Jane (Hanoi Jane) Fonda decid-
ed to attend Sturgis this year. That's about as 
appropriate as the Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux 
Klan attending a meeting of the NAACP. Most 
bikers are either vets or have a a strong belief in 
America. Jane, as some of us may recall, was 
famous for her 1972 visit to Hanoi in protest of 
the Viet Nam war. She even had a staged pic-
ture taken of her manning an enemy anti - air-
craft gun. In an interview prior to going to 
Sturgis, Jane commented that the infamous 
picture will haunt her until she goes to her 
grave. Of course, she never considered the US 
serviceman who went to their graves during 
the conflict. I'm just glad she decided not to 
stay at the Alex Johnson this year. 

2001 Harley Highlights. How about these 
changes? New cylinder liners for the sporty, 
high-efficiency oil pumps, reduced engine clat-
ter, new, softer Dunlop tires (better traction, 
faster wear out), optional alarm systems, smart 
turn signals that sense when a turn is complete, 
PC based, built-in diagnostic systems, new 
high-tech fuel injection system that senses, 
and counters, ignition knock, 38 amp charging 
system, new air flow lower fairings on Ultras, 
new kick stand, knob-adjustable windscreens, 
expandable saddlebags, and a new police 
model Dyna called the "Nightstick". 

Gold Wing Tires. Michelin is replacing their 
tires on Gold Wings at their own expense due 
to potential vibration and handling issues. 
Contact Michelin North America @ 800 346-
4098 for details. 

Sunburn!!! As of July 1st, riders over the age of 
21 in Florida, no longer have to wear a helmet. 
They must, however, have at least $10,000 
worth of personal medical insurance. No hel-
mets in Florida? Think of the sunburn potential 
for some of us! 

Buell.Buell is, once again, recalling 11,000 
motorcycles manufactured in 1999 and 2000, 
for shock absorber problems. Check with your 
Buell dealer for details. PS: Buell only makes 
10,000 bikes per year. 



ATTENTION ALL TOP CATS!! ► 

IT'S TIME TO SHOW OFF OUR VIKES AND CARS!!! 

ROCI( N ROLL GRILL IS SPONSORING 

"LAKE ZURICH LABOR DAY FEST" 

BRING YOUR STOCK OR CUSTOM BIKES TO THE 
SHOW, LETS MAKE IT A PARTY! I'LL HAVE AWARDS 
FOR CLEANEST, CRAPPIEST, BEST, MOST AWSOME 
PAINT, ETC, SO LETS GET TOGETHER, AND SHOW THE 
PEOPLE OF LAKE ZURICH A FEW HUNDRED BIKES! 

IF YOU'RE A CUSTOM CAR OWNER, GIVE ME A CALL 
AT 332-0854, AND LETS GET THEM IN THE SHOW AS 
WELL!! VIPERS, VETTES, AND EVERYTHING ELSE 
UNDER THE SUN IS WELCOME! 

ALL SHOWS ARE 12-3, AT PAULOS PARK, OFF RT 12 
NEAR THE WATER TOWER, ON MONDAY, SEPT 4 7"! 
DID I MENTION WE'LL HAVE BEER, WINE, MAI TAI'S, 
AND FOOD, AS WELL AS LIVE BANDS, AND 
FIREWORKS???!!! LET'S GET TOGETHER!! FUN! FUN! 

SEE YA THERE!...BUCK 
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